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INTRODUCTION 

 The collective impact of the change drivers brings about fundamental 
changes in societal characteristics. 

 

 However the transition is not uniform, leading to segmentation in society. 

 

 Different segments in society have different uses of forests and this could be 
an important cause of conflicts, especially in a situation where resources are 
scarce. 

 

 Understanding the differences in societies and how they change over time 
become important to understand how policies needs to be crafted to deal 
with the changing nature of resource use and to address potential conflicts. 



PURPOSE OF THE SESSION 

 
Identify the different segments in society and their diverging demands on forests. 

 

 Visualise how the composition of society is undergoing changes and to assess the 
probable situation in the coming decades. 

 

Assess the implications of societal changes on forests and forestry and how 
policies are dealing with conflicts between different segments in society. 

 

Introduce the concept of forest transition and discuss the likelihood of forest 
transition in South and Southeast Asian countries 

 

 



DIFFERING SOCIETAL SEGMENTS 

 Most often we are dealing with 
highly fragmented societies. 

 How do we make a distinction 
between different societal segments? 

 Socio-economic condition and 
society-natural resource linkage 

 Possible groupings: 

 Pre-agrarian societies 

 Agrarian societies 

 Industrial societies 

 Post-industrial societies 

 Forests are seen differently by 
different societal segments. 

 

 

 

 

 



NATURE OF DEPENDENCE ON FORESTS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



NATURE OF DEPENDENCE ON FORESTS 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SOCIETAL CHANGE AND FORESTS 

 

Proportion of different societal 

segments. 

 

How forest policies are addressing 

conflicts between different segments 

in society? 

 

Whose demands are getting 

priority in forest policies? 

 

How the proportion of different 

segments in society is changing and 

its implications on land use and 

forest policies? 

 

 

 

 



SOCIETAL CHANGE AND FOREST 
TRANSITION 

 

Most of the national forest policies stipulate a 

target as regards the desired extend of forests. 

 

Obviously this implies reversing  deforestation 

and degradation and thus accomplishing forest 

transition. 

 

 Which are the countries where forest transition 

have occurred in Asia? 

 Occurred in countries where dependency on land has 

declined significantly. 

 A shift from dependence on natural capital to human 

capital 

 

Linkages between the larger societal changes and 

forest transition. 

 

 

 



ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION 

 

Are land use/ forest policies giving due consideration for the diverse needs of 

different segments in society? 

 

How are conflicts between divergent needs of different segments resolved and 

how these are addressed in forest policies? 

 

How the proportion of different segments in society are likely to change and 

what it means for the state of forests and forestry in the future? 

 

What are the chances of forest transition taking place in your country?  What 

will really contribute to forest transition? 

 

How do we fine tune forest policies to facilitate forest transition?  How do we 

make forest policies “society-centric” and not “forest-centric”. 

 

 

   Focus on emerging changes within and outside the forest sector. 



Thank You 


